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21th Annual MEEA Conference: 
Mountains to Prairies—Connecting Across Montana

Billings, Montana • March 22 & 23, 2012                                                                               MSU-Billings, Downtown

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
8:30-3:00, THURSDAY MARCH 22
Dr. Clifford E. Knapp

Dr. Knapp has been an educator for over 50 years at all levels – elementary to graduate. He has a special interest in experiential education with a focus on outdoor teaching and nature study. He has taught a variety of undergraduate and graduate teacher education courses at several universities. In 2001 he retired from Northern Illinois University and has been consulting, writing, traveling, and presenting workshops since then around the world. His areas of interest include environmental ethics, place-based education, indigenous cultures, reflecting on experience, children’s literature, and naturalist’s skills and habits of mind. He has authored and co-authored twelve books written to provide teachers and naturalists with theory and practice to support education for a more sustainable earth. His most recent book, co-edited with Thomas Smith, is Sourcebook of Experiential Education: Key Thinkers and Their Contributions, (2011).

Place-based Education Intensive Workshop
Place-based education (P-B E) is an emerging educational innovation that consists of a variety of approaches to studying where and how we live. It focuses mainly on community resources, both natural and cultural, and upon teaching in and about local places. In this workshop we will examine some of the “Big Ideas” behind P-B E by examining past and current philosophies and practices. Participants will have ample opportunities to engage in individual reflection and small group discussions as we unpack this broad topic. A constant focus will be on two questions: Why is this important to teach in today’s high tech world?; and How can we become more effective place-based educators? Participants should come prepared to ask many questions and dig deeply into P-B E. They are encouraged to bring information to share in the form of books, articles, favorite activities, and helpful handouts.
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Thank you to our Conference Sponsors:  � �
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