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21th Annual MEEA Conference: 
Mountains to Prairies—Connecting Across Montana

Billings, Montana • March 22 & 23, 2012                                                                               MSU-Billings, Downtown

FIELD INSTITUTES
The Audubon Conservation Education Center
From Gravel Pit to Education and Ecological Haven—A Community Story

For the last 15 years, teachers, students, families and volunteers from the Billings area have come together to transform a landscape from barren gravel pit to critical wildlife habitat. Located within minutes of the urban center of Billings and adjacent to the Yellowstone River, the 27-acre home of the ACEC is a renewed habitat for wildlife, exploration, and education. It includes three ponds, connectivity to the growing greenbelt trail system, an island on the river, and more than 65,000 planted trees and shrubs for habitat restoration. The Center also provides a rich variety of programs for people of all ages, including the successful Audubon Naturalist in The Schools (ANTS), a collaborative effort with the Billings school district. Participants will tour this unique, community-oriented project, learn the story of its transformation, hear of the development and implementation of Audubon Center programs, and have a chance to participate directly in the ongoing habitat restoration. Expect to get your hands dirty!

Heather Ristow, ACEC Education Director, has been working at the ACEC since August of 2008, pursuing her life-long love of the natural world and desire to share it with students of all ages. She taught at the Teton Science Schools in Wyoming during a yearlong graduate residency, has spent several seasons studying forest carnivores in the Mountain West, and will graduate with a Master in Education from MSU-B in April 2012. Carol Ward, Teacher Naturalist and Volunteer Coordinator at the ACEC, has worked as an interpretive Naturalist for several federal land management agencies, as a water education specialist for the University of Nevada and as an educator for Billings YMCA and ZooMontana.

Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument: A Living Legacy
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Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument commemorates one of the last armed actions between the U.S. Army and the Northern Plains Indians as the tribes fought boldly to preserve their way of life. Here in 1876, Lt. Col. George A. Custer and 262 soldiers and attached personnel of the Seventh Cavalry met defeat and death by an overwhelming force of over 1,500 Lakota Sioux, Cheyenne, and Arapaho warriors. The Custer Battlefield was fenced in 1891, with the adjacent Reno-Benteen Battlefield fenced in 1954 to keep out cattle. The result is a relatively pristine prairie grassland, unique in the region and providing a refuge for native species. The site encompasses two distinct ecological and topographic zones—dry uplands and the Little Bighorn River floodplain. Institute will include a full tour of the battlefield site, including the military and cultural history, and more specific interpretive talks by park rangers. Accompanying the group will be Melana Stichman, Natural Resources Director at the Monument.

Thank you to our Conference Sponsors:  � �
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