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21th Annual MEEA Conference: 
Mountains to Prairies—Connecting Across Montana

Billings, Montana • March 22 & 23, 2012                                                                               MSU-Billings, Downtown

CONCURRENT SESSIONS   FRIDAY, MARCH 23

10:15-11:15 Sessions:

A.  Young Children and Nature: A Genuine Connection. 

Adrianne Wallace, teacher and director, Merry Hearts Play Circle. Working with young children is not about "connecting kids to nature"-- they already are.  It's more about connecting yourself so that you can inhabit your body in a more childlike way and thereby be a better model.  Nature becomes the bridge between the educator and her/his self and between the educator and the child. From integrating young children in nature-based experiences (like a family hike) to specifically planning a program in a more structured environment, young children can lead the way in our mutual exploration of nature.

B. Visit the Dino-Lab!
Nate Murphy, Judith River Dinosaur Institute. Once dinosaur bones are excavated, what happens then? Most people don’t realize this is when the hard work really begins! Finding and excavating a dinosaur represents only 20% of the total time before the animal is ready to exhibit. This is where the Dino-Lab comes in. Located in Billings, Montana, the Dino-Lab is the official repository for all specimens collected by the Judith River Dinosaur Institute (JRDI). The Dino Lab opened in May of 2011 and is open for educational tours for the public and schools in the area. Session is off-site. Meet at 10am at the registration table for carpool to lab.

C. Expanding Your Environmental Ethic

Dr. Clifford Knapp. We all have environmental ethics that are reflected in our expressed worldviews and in the ways our lifestyles unfold on a day-to-day basis. However, sometimes, we don’t take time to evaluate this ethic and to find ways to expand our awareness and intensity in this area. Also, many of us want to become better educators as we work with specific populations of youth or young adults to introduce them to critical life-saving environmental values. This workshop will examine various aspects of our environmental ethics and translate this understanding into practical ways to teach others about this important topic. The workshop leader has written a book, In Accord With Nature (1999/2009), which is designed to help educators do a better job of teaching others about living more gently on the earth. He plans to share many of these ideas with the participants.  
1:00-2:00 Sessions:

A.  Montana Enviro-Thon

Shonny Nordlund and Laurie Zeller, Montana Enviro-Thon. Envirothon was established as a competitive, problem-solving natural resource event for high school students to challenge them on environmental knowledge and resource issues and to cultivate within students in high schools a desire to learn more about their natural world. Run by County Conservation Districts and developed by a coalition of Montana organizations, Montana Envirothon has been especially successful at engaging rural students in environmental action. The 2013 National Envirothon competition will be held in Montana.
B. Green Architecture: Buildings that Nurture People and the Planet

Ed Gulick, AIA, LEED AP, Architect at High Plains Architects. While the benefits to our natural environment of high performance "green" buildings are clear, what can be done with existing, 
inefficient buildings?  And how do we create places that promote learning and are “lovable”—buildings that nurture both their occupants and our environment?  After providing some context, Ed will present some of the research on human productivity and comfort in buildings and explore some of the biomimicry and biophilia theories and what they suggest for improving the design of our buildings.  Finally, he’ll present case studies of some of the LEED certified projects in Billings as well as one currently in the construction phase. 

C. Short Stories, Long Hikes, and a Sense of Place

Tom Kostrba, Health Enhancement Teacher, Sacajawea Middle School. Building a sense of place is a theme that carries through multiple subjects and encourages creative teaching. Tom will discuss the use of short story elements as integrated with the local ecosystem to teach students about place and improve writing skills. He will also discuss ways to incorporate Health Enhancement into your outdoor education programs, drawing from his experience leading students on active, outdoor excursions.
2:15-3:15 Sessions:

A. Engaging Adolescent Girls in the Outdoors

Sarah Megyesi, Educator and Youth Outdoor Adventure Instructor/Guide. Girls' participation in outdoor activities severely declines at adolescence.  They participate in outdoor activities less often then their male counterparts, and if girls stop participating, they are less likely to participate in outdoor activities as adults.  Given our country's obesity epidemic, our concern for the well-being of our children, and our knowledge of the benefits of connecting kids to nature, we must figure out a way to get and keep girls active outdoors.  Learn about what turns some girls away from the outdoors, what appeals to them outdoors, and what we may be able to do to get them to return to nature and outdoor activities.  
B.  Community Trails

John Brewer, Billings Chamber of Commerce. The Billings Heritage Trail System has become a nationally-recognized project toward building a healthy community. This effort has been uniquely led by the business community of Billings, particularly  the Chamber of Commerce. John Brewer, president of the Billings Chamber, will discuss the importance of healthy communities to healthy businesses and tell the story of this city-wide project.
C. The Role of Media in EE Outcomes (K-12)

Kristen Prinzing, M.Ed., Executive Director and Coordinator of Environment and Visual Arts Programs, MusEco Media and Education Project. This session will explore the various ways that media intersect with, enhance or interfere with the educator’s goal of an environmentally literate student.  An overview of media and technology types will set the stage for discussion of what intersects, what enhances and what interferes with EE, and how to make critical decisions about media for your classroom and students.  Session will close with a look at suggestions and opportunities for utilizing or managing media in classroom and outdoor ed.
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Thank you to our Conference Sponsors:  � �
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