
by John Etgen

Healthy Water, Healthy
People, a new program of the
Watercourse sponsored by the
Hach Scientific Foundation, is
currently being developed and
will be available in January
2002. The goal of the program
is to facilitate and promote the
awareness, appreciation,
knowledge, stewardship, and
understanding of water quality
topics and issues and to make
evident the interdependence
between science education and
the public. The Healthy Water,
Healthy People program
believes that understanding the
relationship of healthy water to
healthy people will be critical
as we collectively work to
develop solutions for address-
ing future water quality chal-
lenges and opportunities. 

The Healthy Water,
Healthy People program con-
tains publications with new,
innovative, and interactive
activities developed in the same
process and format as Project
WET materials. A selection of
testing kits and users guides,
training opportunities, net-
working opportunities, as well
as an international water quali-

ty awareness campaign sup-
ports the activity guide and
allows for deeper understand-
ing and investigation of water
quality in your local area. 

Publications include a 200-
page activity guide targeted for
students in grades 6 through
university level. This Healthy
Water, Healthy People Water
Quality Educators Guide will
help educators address science
standards and promote diverse
learning styles through interac-
tive activities that interpret
water quality concepts, with
foundations in the scientific
method. An upper-elementary
level publication, the Healthy
Water, Healthy People Kids in

Discovery Series (KIDS) booklet,
sponsored by the Perrier Group
of America, is designed to illus-
trate water quality topics and
issues and make them intrigu-
ing, relevant, and fun for kids.
This KIDS booklet will be dis-
tributed at the September 21,
2001 Make a Splash with Project
WET water festivals.

Healthy Water, Healthy
People Testing Kits are being
developed in cooperation with
the Hach Company, a world-
wide leader in water quality
testing equipment. The testing
kits will address a variety of
parameters, grade levels, skills,
and prices, and will include a
user’s guide, teaching activity,
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We are seeking an editor for
the BugNet, for which there is a
small amount of money. We are
also seeking individuals inter-
ested in one of the Regional
Directors vacancies in Regions
1, 7 and 8. If you want to be
even more involved, positions
of Vice President and Treasurer
remain open. 

MEEA is also beginning a
volunteer program. Volunteers
would help with conference
planning and programming,
workshops, articles of the
BugNet and a variety of other
chores. If any of these positions
is of interest to you, please con-
tact Steve Eshbaugh at 586-4200,
or by e-mail (eshbaugh@mcn.net).

The deadline for the winter issue is November 20th. 

How to Submit Material
E-mail: eshbaugh@mcn.net
Snail mail: BugNet Editor, c/o MEEA, Box 8065, Bozeman, MT
59773. Time your submission to arrive before the deadline; type the
copy; and include your phone number and email in case we 
have questions.
Fax: As per snail mail; Address to BugNet Editor, 406-586-0968.

President
Bobbi Geise

Bozeman, 582-0526

director@outdoorscience.or

g

Vice President
Vacant

Treasurer
Vacant

Secretary
Nathan Beckwith

Stevensville, 777-7284

beckwith@victor.k12.mt.us

Directors
Region 1

Vacant

Region 2

Fletcher Brown

Missoula, 243-5287

brownf@selway.umt.edu

Region 3

Pete Schade

Bozeman, 994-5398

pascahde@montana.edu

Region 4

Lynne Dixon

East Glacier, 226-4302

kiehndix@3rivers.net

Region 5

Deb Wines

Billings, 652-8100

Region 6

Vina Smith

Poplar, 768-5155 x. 340

2cookies@nemontel.net

Region 7

Vacant

Region 8

Vacant

Staff
Executive Director

Steve Eshbaugh

Bozeman, 586-4200

eshbaugh@mcn.net

A nonprofit, tax-exempt

organization, MEEA seeks

to foster understanding

of education in and

about the outdoors. 

To join, send your 

check to:

MEEA

Box 8065

Bozeman, MT 59773

Individual: $20

Family: $35

Student: $10

Organization: $50

Sustaining: at least $200

Life: $500

Library: $5
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Thanks to these

folks who made 

this issue of 

newsletter possible:

Steve Eshbaugh

John Etgen

Linda Ransford

Kelly Bellcour

Wayne Stevens,

Kwik Kopy of

Bozeman

How’d you like to
never pay MEEA dues
again, and know that you
have helped the state’s
only umbrella EE organi-
zation thrive? It’s easy, if
you have $500—the cost
of a lifetime member-
ship in MEEA. Steve
Eshbaugh, Carolyn
Duckworth, Vina Smith
and Tom Graff challenge
every member join us as
Life Members.

New Submission Instructions

Membership Alert

If you move, please

notify the MEEA

office as soon as you

can. Otherwise, you

will not receive the

newsletter, confer-

ence information,

and other mailings.

Welcome to BugNet

Are you interested
in becoming more involved with

MEEA for
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Which MEEA Region 

Is Yours?

Regions are by county:

1 Lincoln, Flathead,

Sanders, Lake

2 Mineral, Ravalli,

Missoula, Granite

3 Silver Bow,

Beaverhead,

Madison, Deer Lodge,

Park, Gallatin

4 Pondera, Glacier,

Cascade, Toole,

Teton, Chouteau,

Liberty, Hill, Judith

Basin, Blaine

5 Fergus, Petroleum,

Wheatland, Golden

Valley, Musselshell,

Sweet Grass,

Stillwater, Carbon, 

Big Horn,

Yellowstone

6 Phillips, Valley,

Daniels, Sheridan,

Roosevelt, McCone,

Richland

7 Garfield, Treasure,

Rosebud, Powder

River, Carter, Fallon,

Wibaux, Dawson,

Prairie, Custer

8 Lewis & Clark,

Broadwater,

Jefferson, Meagher,

Powell

MEEA is the recipient of a
grant for $5,000 from the North
American Association for
Environmental Education
(NAAEE) and the U.S. EPA.
This money is to go directly to
assisting in our Annual
Conference in
Missoula on
March 1st and
2nd "A Journey
Across the
Curriculum with
Environmental Education." In
this issue of BugNet you will
find an Exhibitors/Presenters
form for the conference. There
are also scholarships available
for teachers to help them defray
some of the costs for the confer-
ence. Please contact Executive
Director Steve Eshbaugh at 586-
4200 or eshbaugh@mcn.net for
further information.

The smoke free summer I
wished upon us in the last issue
of BugNet, was unfortunately
o n l y  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g .
Fortunately there is plenty of
good news to share with you.
MEEA was awarded a grant of
$5,000 for our upcoming confer-
ence at the Holiday Inn Parkside
in Missoula on March 1st and
2nd, 2002. Our keynote speaker
will be Mr. Gary Ferguson from
Red Lodge. Any of you who
have heard Gary speak in the
past know how lucky we are to

once again have such an engag-
ing keynote speaker. 

In the last issue of BugNet I
asked for your help with names of
people who might be interested in
attending the annual conference,
but haven’t been receiving confer-
ence bulletins. Nobody has for-
warded any names to me, but I’m
certain that you know of a few
people who should be added to
our conference mailing list.

Also, the Board of Directors
is about to undergo a training
session on facilitating focus

group meetings of environmental
and conservation educators. Soon
you will be hearing about a meet-
ing coming to an area near you.
Please, please, please make very
attempt to attend these meetings.
And to make the event even
more successful, bring a friend.
This is your chance to discuss the
future of environmental educa-
tion in Montana.

Sincerely,
Steve Eshbaugh
Executive Director, MEEA

MEEA News

From the Executive Director

MEEA
Receives
Grant!

MEEA has just completed
participation in the Rocky States
Environmental Education Grant.
We received $6,000 to assist in
hosting our conferences the past
two years, $2,000 to assist in a
multi-state workshop last year
(Clark Fork Watershed), money
to bring facilitators to our last

two board meetings,
which resulted in a

part-time staff posi-
tion and eventual

creation of the
strategic plan, and

funding for five individu-
als to attend the RockEE
Summit in Salt Lake City this

past spring. All in all, MEEA
received almost $15,000 through
this grant. 

Environmental education in
Montana and MEEA have bene-
fited greatly from this funding.
A special thank you goes out to
Utah Society for Environmental
Education and U.S. EPA for
making this funding available to
us. It will continue to pay divi-

dends for environmental educa-
tion in Montana many years
into the future.

Rocky States Grant Completed

The Watercourse will be
hosting a Lewis and Clark
Teacher Resource Extravaganza
at MEA.  There will be a desig-
nated classroom space for this-
program encouraging educators
to come and browse through
Lewis and Clark classroom-
related materials.  If you have a
trunk, curriculum guide, web-
site, CD-Rom, or live program
that you would like to share
with teachers, please contact
Bonnie Sachatello-Sawyer at
The Watercourse
(bsawyer@montana.edu) to join
in the Extravaganza.

Lewis and Clark
Extravaganza


